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June 8, 2000

00-141
For Immediate Release:
CAMPS. CONFERENCES KEEP EIU BUSY DURING SUMMER MONTHS
CHARLESTON -At first glance, it might seem like a near-empty campus.

On closer inspection, however, one will begin noticing an activity here, an activity
there . . . Soon it becomes clear that Eastern Illinois University certainly doesn't shut down
during the summer months - not by a long shot.
First there's summer school which, this year, begins Monday, June 12. In 1999, more
than 3,200 adult students attended classes - either on a part-time or full-time basis - on the
EIU campus. Faculty and staff also assisted an additional 1,283 individuals enrolled in offcampus classes held at Eastern's many satellite sites.
But while summer school remains a valuable service supplied by the university, few
people realize that Eastern also hosts another 10,000-plus individuals who come to Charleston
during any given summer to participate in one or more of an abundance of camps and
conferences.
-more-
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More than 4,000 alone converged on O'Brien Stadium in late May to participate in the
Illinois High School Association's Boys' and Girls' State Track Meets.
And nearly a thousand more will begin arriving Friday as the Illinois American Legion
prepares for its 651h annual week-long Boys State youth leadership training program. Its sister
camp -American Legion Auxiliary lllini Girls' State -with its nearly 650 participants, will begin a
week later.
Then -throughout the months of June and July- a steady stream of campers and
conference-goers will come and go, each leaving (hopefully) with pleasant memories of their
time spent at the university.
"It is important to offer these programs to provide exposure of Eastern Illinois University
to people who might otherwise never consider visiting here," said Jody Stone, director of
conference services. "In return, we hope that their visit to EIU is so pleasant that they consider
us as their choice for higher education or that they recommend the university to others.
"I can't tell you how many students who I have met who decided to come to EIU for
college because they had a good time while they attended a camp here. In fact, I am one of
those people," he added.
Stone noted that Eastern benefits in other ways, as well. Summer camps and
conferences bring in additional revenue which help the university offer academic year housing
students room and board rates that are lower than what they would be without the additional
summer income. It also allows Eastern to keep its employees employed during the summer
months.
And, Stone added, "The community of Charleston also benefits from the fact that 13,000
people are visiting Charleston during the summer months that otherwise would not.
-more-
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"These people spend money at local businesses which also helps the local economy
during a time that 10, 000 students are gone," he said.
This year's schedule lists more than 60 different camps/conferences set to take place
on Eastern's campus during Summer 2000. The following details just a few of them:
American Cheerleading Federation (first year at EIU): This is the first year that ACF
will be visiting EIU. In fact, Eastern is the first host site in the state of Illinois that is
hosting this program. ACF has a professional cheerleading staff that teaches
cheerleading fundamentals to junior high and high school cheerleaders. Most of the
participants come from the lllino1s/lndiana area.
•

Ada S. McKinley Upward Bound (10 years at EIU): The Ada McKinley Upward Bound
Program, coordinated by Olive-Harvey College in Chicago, provides educational
opportunities for high school students (mostly juniors and seniors) to help bridge the
transition from high school to college. Students will attend classes on campus just like
undergraduate students experience during the summer months. Most participants will
come from the Chicago area. Five-week program.
Art Camp (17 years at EIU): This program offers art classes on sculpture, cast and
handmade paper, watercolors, and organic abstraction for high school students. Most
participants come from Illinois high schools.
Badminton Camp (seven years at EIU): This program teaches fundamentals for
badminton. Most participants (co-ed) will be students from Illinois high school and grade
school badminton teams.

•

Baseball Camp (Men) (two years at EIU): This program teaches fundamentals of
baseball. Most participants will be students from area high school baseball teams.
-more-
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Basketball Camps (Men) (18 years at EIU): This program teaches fundamentals of

basketball. The first camp is geared toward junior high students. The third camp is
geared for the post and guard positions. The second and fourth camps are both team
camps where high school basketball teams come and compete against one another in
order to prepare for their upcoming seasons.
Basketball Camp (Women) (21 years at EIU): This program teaches fundamentals for

basketball. Most participants will be students from area grade school and high school
teams.
•

Boys' Advanced Soccer Team Camp (first year at EIU): This program teaches

fundamentals of soccer. High school teams from across the state will come and
compete against one another.
Civil Air Patrol (35 years at EIU): Senior staff members from the Illinois Civil Air Patrol

will teach youngsters how to fly gliders, planes and hot air balloons at the Coles County
Airport. While in Coles County, participants stay in EIU residence halls.
Distance Running (21 years at EIU): This program teaches the fundamentals of long-

distance running. High school students from area track or cross country teams will
come and learn more about the methods of long-distance running.
•

Elderhostel (first year at EIU): Grandparents and their grandchildren will spend time

together and participate in fun activities to further develop the relationships between the
two.
•

Excellence Through Enrichment (first year at EIU): This program provides educational

opportunities for high school students (mostly juniors and seniors) to help bridge the
transition from high school to college. Students will attend classes on campus just like
-more-
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actual undergraduate students experience during summer months. Most participants
will come from the East St. Louis area. Program lasts four weeks.
Football Camp (18 years at EIU): This program teaches fundamentals for football

players. Most participants come from area high school football teams.
Hurdling/Pole Vault/High Jump Camp (six years at EIU): This program teaches

fundamentals of hurdling, pole vault and the high jump. Most participants will come from
area high school track teams.
•

Illinois Math and Science Academy (Also known as "Summer Adventures'') (12 years

at EIU): Gifted students attend this program to learn more about math and science.
Cooperative teaching effort between staff from the Illinois Math and Science Academy
(DeKalb ), Charleston High School and Eastern Illinois University.
Illinois Press Foundation (nine years at EIU): Two-week educational program

designed for high school students with an interest in journalism. Participants (usually
from Illinois) attend various workshops and classes regarding journalism.
Journalism Camp (16 years at EIU): One-week educational program designed for high

school students (usually from Illinois) with an interest in journalism. Participants attend
various workshops and classes regarding journalism.
Kankakee Community College Upward Bound (eight years at EIU): This program

provides educational opportunities for high school students (mostly juniors and seniors)
to help bridge the transition from high school to college. Students will attend classes on
campus just as undergraduate students experience during summer months. Most
participants will come from the Kankakee area. Program lasts six weeks.
-more-

ADD 5/5/5/5

CAMPS/CONFERENCES

Leadership Camp (15 years at EIU): This is a leadership/college prep camp in which
students experience college life and participate in activities to develop leadership and
communication skills.
Marching Auxiliaries (nine years at EIU): Marching Auxiliaries is a national
organization that hosts camps across the country. It teaches junior high and high school
students the skills needed to be in a flag corp, marching band color guard or drum
major.
Music Camps (46 years at EIU): The Music Camps Office in the EIU Department of
Music provides three different music camps during three weeks in July. Junior high and
high school students from across the nation come to learn techniques in percussion,
show choir, jazz, vocals and band. These camps have been known to feature renowned
musical artists from around the country.
•

Minority Teacher Identification Enrichment Program (seven years at EIU): This
program helps minority students in creating interest and developing skills and
knowledge to become teachers or professors. Students (usually from Illinois) attend
many classes and workshops on the subject during a one-week program.
National Cheerleading Association (11 years at EIU): NCA is a popular cheerleading
camp with a professional cheerleading staff that teaches cheerleading fundamentals to
junior high and high school cheerleaders. Most participants come from Illinois, Indiana
and Kentucky.

•

PASSAU Program (six years at EIU): College students from abroad (usually Germany)
come to EIU during the summer to attend intersession and summer school.

•

Plan-It (four years at EIU): High school science teachers attend workshops and classes
-more-
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to continue their learning regarding environmental issues.
•

Project Action (first year at EIU): High school and college faculty meet to discuss

various items regarding environmental awareness.
•

Soccer Camp (six years at EIU): This is a co-ed soccer camp for youngsters that

teaches the fundamentals of soccer. Participants are from various high schools across
the state of Illinois.
Soccer Team Camp (Women) (first year at EIU): High school girls' soccer teams come

and learn and compete against one another. Participants are from various high schools
across the state of Illinois.
Tennis Camp (first year at EIU): This camp is designed to teach the fundamentals of

tennis to junior high and high school students.
Texas Instruments (fourth year at EIU): This program is a math conference for high

school teachers.
Universal Cheerleaders Association (16 years at EIU): This program features a

professional cheerleading staff that teaches cheerleading fundamentals to junior high
and high school cheerleaders.
University of Illinois Upward Bound (seven years at EIU): The University of Illinois

Upward Bound will come to EIU for one night to visit the Ada McKinley Upward Bound
program. They will also attend campus tours and attend a presentation by Eastern's
admissions office.
•

Volleyball Camps (20 years at EIU): The first camp is geared toward teaching high

school volleyball players more fundamentals of volleyball. The second volleyball camp
is geared toward teaching junior high students the fundamentals of volleyball.

-30Note to News Editors/Directors: Attached is a complete schedule of camps.

